THE NOMENCLATURE OF PROTEA 
MACROCEPHALA THUNB. 


H. B. RYCROFT 


(National Botanic Gardens of South Africa, Kirstenbosch) 
(With Plates XX XIV—XXXV) 


In Flora Capensis (Dyer V, i, 1912) Phillips and Stapf state that “if Protea 
macrocephala Thunb., the original of which we have not seen, should really 
prove to be identical with R. Brown’s P. incompta, as is very probable, the 
former name would have to stand.” 

While examining specimens in the Thunberg Herbarium in Uppsala at the 
end of 1960 a specimen listed as P. macrocephala in Thunberg’s hand was 
found. This is the holotype of the species. On the sheet is a label on which 
Phillips wrote the name “P. incompta R. Br." It is not dated and it can only 
be concluded that Phillips saw the specimen after the publication of Vol. V of 
Flora Capensis in 1912. This is unlikely because it is known that Phillips in- 
vestigated the genus Protea at Uppsala in July 1910. 

The earliest reference to this species is in Boerhaave (Ind. Plant. Hort. 
Ludg. Bat. ii, 189, t.189, 1720) and the figure is a good and recognisable re- 
presentation of the species. Linnaeus in his Species Plantarum ed. i, 91 (1753) 
cited the same plate as his Leucadendron lepidocarpodendron f. 

The first to apply the epithet “incompta” or *incomptum" was Salisbury 
in Knights Prot. 37 (1809) who named this species Erodendron incomptum, and 
wrote that it occurred at the foot of the mountains near Rondebosch, which 
in fact it does. 

This species with its green bracts assumes the habit of a shrub or small 
tree and is to be found along the coastal belt between the mountains and the 
sea from the Worcester area southwards to the Cape Peninsula and then 
eastwards to the Humansdorp area. 

It usually flowers from April until about August. 

The name Protea macrocephala published by Thunberg in Hoffm. Phytogr. 
Blaett., i, 13 (1803) takes precedence over Robert Brown's P. incompta in 
Trans. Linn. Soc., X, 83 (1810). 

The Holotype is Thunberg Cap. b. Spei in the Thunberg Herbarium, 
Uppsala, Sweden. 
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SYNONYMY 


PROTEA MACROCEPHALA Thunb. in Hoffm. Phytogr. Blaett., i, 13 (1803), 
Nov. Act. Acad. Sci., Imp., Petropol. XV, 464 (1806), Fl. Cap. ed. I, 506 

(1813), ed. II, 506 (1818), ed. Schult., 138 (1823); Dietr. Bollst. Lex. Gart. Bot. 
540 (1807). 

Leucadendron lepidocarpodendron 5 Linn. Sp. Plant. ed. I, 1, 91 (1753), ed. II, 
134 (1762), ed. III, i, 134 (1764). 

Leucadendron lepidocarpodendron var. Burm. f. Prodr. Fl. Cap. 3 (1768). 

Protea coronata Lam. III. Gen. i, 236, excl. ref. to Boerh. t. 186 (1792); Poir. 
Encycl. Meth v, 645, excl. ref. to Boerh. t. 185 (1804). 

Erodendrum incomptum Salisb. ex Knight Prot. 37 (1809). 

Protea incompta R. Brown in Trans. Linn. Soc. X, 83 (1810); Poir. Encycl. 
Meth. Bot. Suppl. iv, 561 (1816); Roem et Schult. Syst. Veg. iii, 347 (1818); 
Link Enum. Plant. Alt. i, 112 (1821); Steud. Nomencl. Bot. ed. I, 659 (1821); 
Poir. in Diet. Sci. Nat. xliii, 391 (1826) Roem. et Schult. Syst. Veg. iii 
Mant. 264 (1827); Sweet Hort. Brit. 346 (1827); Loud. Encycl. Plant. 80 
(1829), Hort. Brit. 38 (1830); Steud. Nomencl. Bot. ed. II, ii, 400 (1841); 
Endl. Mant. Bot. Gen. Plant Suppl. ii, 77 (1842); Drege Zwei. Doc. 104, 
124, (1843); Meisn. in DC. Prodr. XIV, 234 (1856); Phill. et Stapf. in Dyer 
Fl. Cap. V, i, 564 (1912); Adamson et Salter Fl. Cap. Pen. 323 (1950); Kidd 
Wild Flow. Cap. Pen. t. 34 (1950); Vogts Prot. t. 56 (1958). 

. incomta Spreng. Syst. Veg. ed. XVI, 1, 462 (1824). 

. incorrupta Krauss Beitr. Fl. Cap. et Nat. 139 (1846) 

. incompta f. dregei Gandoger in Bull. Soc. Bot. France xlviii, c. (1901). 

. incompta f. zeyheri Gandoger in Bull. Soc. Bot. France xlviii, c. (1901). 

. incompta var. susannae Phill. in Dyer Fl. Cap. V, 1, 564 (1912). PRE-LINNAEAN 
CITATIONS. 

Lepidocarpodendron; folio saligno viridi; nervo et margine flavo; etc; Boerh. 

Ind. Plant. Hort. Lugd. Bat. ii, 189, t. 189 (1720). 
Scolymocephalus seu lepidocarpodendron frutice conifero 6. Weinm. Phyt. iv, 
291, t. 898 (1745). 
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DISTRIBUTION. 


WORCESTER: Du Toit’s Kloof, Esterhuysen 20175 (BOL). 

PAARL: French Hoek, Phillips 1262 (SAM, Steer, 797 (PRE). 

STELLENBOSCH: Jonkershoek, Rycroft 1278 (NBG). 

CAPE: Devils Peak, MacOwen Herb. Norm. Aust. Afr. 785 (BOL, BM, 
E, G, K, P, UPS, Z), Bolus 4575 (BM, K, MO, Z), Ecklon 652 (B, HAL, K.M.), 
Pillans 10067 (MO), Kuhl & Hasselt “P. obliqua" (L), Mund “P. incompta 
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PLATE XXXIV. Holotype of Protea macrocephala in the Thunberg Herbarium, Uppsala. 
Ph. H. B. Rycroft. 
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The Nomenclature of PROTEA MACROCEPHALA Thunb. 183 


Brown f albida Kl." (B); Wilms. 3566 (G, K); Block House, Marloth 1741b 
(PRE); near Cape Town, Rogers 16186 (K); Fry in Herb. Galpin 5019 (K, PRE); 
Cape Town, Prior (K, PRE), Ostenfeld (C), Zepher 3659 (P); Cape Flats, 
Rehmann 2077 “P. speciosa Thb.” (Z); Lion’s Head, Drege (CGE, HAL, K, S), 
Dümmer (E); Table Mountain, Thunberg (S), Drege (MO), Fleck “P. hirsuta" 
Br. (Z), Bergius (B, HAL), Humbert 9630 (PRE); between Table Mountain and 
Lion's Head, Krauss (M); Kirstenbosch, Humbert 9658 (PRE), Meebold 152 
(M); above Kirstenbosch, Hutchinson 38 (BOL, K, PRE); Hout Bay, Dümmer 
1465 (E); Hout Bay Nek, Gamble 22065 (K). 

WYNBERG: Wynberg, Roxburgh 6 (syntype of P. incompta R. Br.) (BM), 
Roxburgh 26 “P. plumosa” in herb. Lambert (G); between Rondebosch and 
Wynberg, Burchell 772 (K). 

SOMERSET WEST: Helderberg, Parker 3685 (BOL, K, NBG); Sir Lowry's 
Pass, Solly in SAM 52841 (SAM). 

CALEDON: Kaaimansgat, Villiersdorp, Rycroft 2229 (NBG); Paardeberg, 
Stokoe in SAM 65158 (SAM); Genadendal, Verreaux (G). 

RIVERSDALE: Garcia, Esterhuysen 17276 “P. incompta var. susannae" 
(BOL); Langeberg, Muir 390 (Syntype of P. incompta R. Br. var. susannae 
Phill.) (BOL, K, PRE, SAM). 

GEORGE: George, margin of forest, Bowie (BM); George, Prior (K); 
Barbier's Kraal near George Town, Bowie (BM). 

HUMANSDORP: Witte Els Bosch, Fourcade 786 (BOL, K, PRE); Karee- 
douw Pass, Acocks 13683 (K, PRE), Wurts 2079 (NBG); 17 miles west of 
Humansdorp, Sidey 1719 (MO); Plettenberg Bay, Werdemann & Oberdieck 
1009 (B); Humansdorp, Fourcade 3373 (PRE), Thode A987 (PRE). 

UITENHAGE: Zuurberg Mts., Fries, Norlindh & Weimarck 626 (NBG). 

WITHOUT LOCALITY: Thunberg (UPS), holotype, (S); Sieber I (B, BR, 
G-DC, HAL, K.L.M.P.); *P. coronata Lam" in herb Lamarck (P-LA); Drege 
183 (B), (BM, G-B, G, P, L), 3638 “P. incompacta R. Br." (FI), P. grandifl. B 
angustifol Ker b" (MO); Bergius “P. incompta var oc viridis" (K); Delessert 
(UPS); Ecklon “P. formosa R. Br." (S); Sonnerat (P); Verreaux (G. G-B, P); 
Zeyher 3638 “P. melaleuca R. Br." (P), 3659 (G-B); Oldenburg 61A (syntype 
of P. incimpta R.Br.) (BM). 


